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Psalm 119:104-105 King James Version
104 Through thy precepts I get understanding:
therefore | hate every false way. 1056 Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

Acts 17:10-12 Common English Bible

10 As soon as it was dark, the brothers and sisters

sent Paul and Silas on to Berea. When they arrived,

they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 The Berean

Jews were more honorable than those in

Thessalonica. This was evident in the great eagerness
with which they accepted the word and examined the

scriptures each day to see whether Paul and Silas’
teaching was true. 12 Many came to believe, including
a number of reputable Greek women and many Greek

men.

PRAYER & FASTING
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First and foremost, anyone can read the Bible but only
believers which have the Holy Spirit can understand the
Bible.

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so it be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is

none of His.

1Corithians 2:14 The person without the Spirit does
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God
but considers them foolishness, and cannot
understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit.

BIBLE STRUCTURE

What is the “Bible”? Greek “Biblia” “Little Books”
66 Books

39 Old Testament 27 New Testament
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The Bible is not a single book, but rather a compilation of
many individual "little books" written over centuries by
various authors. It is divided into two primary sections:

The Old Testament: Primarily written in Hebrew and
Aramaic, it covers the history of the world from creation,
the history of the nation of Israel, poetry, and prophetic
writings.

The New Testament: Written in Greek, it focuses on the
life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as
well as the early Christian church. Religious Significance
for Christians, it is considered the inspired Word of God
and serves as the foundational guide for faith and life. For
Jews, the term "Hebrew Bible" refers to the sacred texts
known as the Tanakh (which corresponds closely to the
Old Testament).

The Validity of the Bible.

It took approximately 1,500 to 1,600 years to write the
Bible. The earliest texts were composed around 1400 BC,
while the final New Testament books were completed near
the end of the first century AD, around AD 90 to 96.
Traditionally, the Bible is believed to have been written by
about 40 different human authors inspired by God, in three
different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek).
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2 Peter 1:21
for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.
However, because many books are anonymous or were
compiled over long periods, scholars estimate the exact
number of contributors could range anywhere from 35 to

over 50

Why is that important in proving the validity of the Bible?
When we read the Bible, we read it as though forty plus
people got together at the same time, in the same room,
speaking the same language. That is what the legal
system calls “Collusion”. If that were true, it would make
sense that everything agrees or lines up perfectly. Truth is,
it was written down over 15-16 centuries, by over forty
different people who mostly never met one another in
three different languages.

Consider that for a moment. If we interviewed a family that
attended the same family reunion, on the same day and at
the same time, we would get contrasting facts and orders
of events as to what happened there that day. It is almost
humanly impossible that you can have people who mostly
never met, living over a span of fifteen plus centuries and
speaking in three different languages, to agree on
anything yet the Bible does.
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PACE (QUALITY OVER QUANTITY

If you were hired to pick apples, you are not paid by “The
Tree”, You are paid by “The Apple”. The owner of the
orchard is not impressed by how many trees you touched
but how many ripe apples you picked. So, it is with the
owner of the vineyard which is God (Mark 12:1-10). He is
not impressed by how many chapters you covered. He is
more concerned with how much TRUTH you harvested.
Proverbs 4:7 KJV

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom:
and with all thy getting get understanding.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FREE RESOURCES

When [ first started seriously studying the Bible, the
internet was not widely available. In those days you had to
spend money to buy books to learn things or rely on a
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“study Bible”. | literally spent over ten thousand dollars
back then (money | didn’t really have to spend) on Bible
encyclopedias, study Bibles, Greek language books and

more, just to get what you can now get “Free” online. Here
are some great resources that | recommend.

blueletterbible.org
biblegateway.com

logos.com (Free version)

EXERCISE 1.

At this point in the study, | am asking you to pick a
personal scripture that you like or would like to know more
about. | provided space below for you to write it out. You
can write out the whole scripture or just the book, chapter
and verse(s). This will be your assigned scripture for the
rest of this study.
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Considering the scripture text that you selected, answer
these observation questions.

Why does this Bible scripture stand out to me?

Who is the main person in the text?

What are they doing?

When are they doing it?
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Where are they doing it?

Why are they doing it?

How are they doing it?

Why does it matter (The Relevant Question)?

DIFFERENT BIBLE VERSIONS

There are thousands of different Bible translations and
editions worldwide. In English alone, there are over 400
different versions. When factoring in all global languages,
platforms like Bible.com feature well over 3,700 versions
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in more than 2,400 languages. Those include translations
as well as transliterations.

Again, since we live in a time where you don't have to
spend money to have multiple translations. | advise that
you use at least three or four different translations on one
of the FREE resources, to get full understanding.

DIFFERENT METHODS TO STUDY THE BIBLE

There are different approaches to studying the Bible and
we are going to talk about a few. This is not an exhaustive
list of every method available. You might ask “Which one
do | think is the best?”. My answer is, “The one that works
best for you”.

UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINAL AUDIENCE

As stated previously The Bible is a library of books written
to particular people, at a particular time and for a particular
purpose. We can understand Biblical truths by
understanding the situation and the people that the text
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was written to. In modern times, for example what's
significant to someone who lives in the mountains is
different from what's significant to someone who lives on
the beach even though they may both live in North
Carolina.

A Four-wheel drive vehicle may be crucial for someone
who lives in the mountains and unnecessary for the
person who lives at the beach. On the other hand, the
person at the beach may desire a Convertible but the
person in the mountains may find it useless most of the
year.

Understanding who the scripture was written to originally,
opens nuances of understanding. The Bible is very
particular and if you don't know the people or the situation
you will sometimes miss the point.

Example:

Philippians 4:13
"I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me."

Modern Christians read this text and think it's some kind of
mandate for to go out and become famous, popular, rich
or get the promotion, but the original audience were
Citizens of Philippi, a Roman military colony. Paul wanted
them to know the importance of endurance. If you look at
the verses right before this scripture, the apostle Paul is
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talking about dealing with difficulty and enduring poverty
(Philippians 4:10-12) . See how knowing the audience
brings the scripture to life.

UNDERSTAND THE CULTURE

We must also examine the culture of the audience in
which the scripture was originally written. Understanding
The practices and traditions of the group or hearers Gives
us insight into exactly what God is trying to reveal to his
people today.

EXAMPLE:

John 1:27 NIV

He is the one who comes after me, the straps of
whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.

We see famous athletes have people on the sidelines of
the field or court tie their shoes. To the modern mind that is
a nice gesture. However,
this scripture would have
been understood by the
Jews in a completely
different way. Because of
the unpaved roads that
they walked on collecting & :
dirt, filth and even animal waste, not even a servant was
expected to handle dirty sandals. John was saying that he
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wasn't even fit to handle the most menial and undignified
task in servitude to Jesus. Good

UNDERSTAND THE BACKGROUND

It is also vitally important to understand the background.
Some scriptures are very hard to understand because we
don't know the background of what's being said. This is
one of the ways people deceive. They take scripture out of
context and try to prove a point that's not there. The Bible
states in 2 Timothy 2:15 that you have “to rightly divide
the word of truth”. That means you must compare
scripture with scripture in context. You can't jump around
skimming off the top and get a full understanding. | call
that “Lilypad theology”. Jesus exemplified this when he
was challenged in the desert by Satan himself. He
rebutted Satan’s attempt to miss apply scripture out of
context with the full teaching of the Word of God.
Matthew 4:1-11 NIV
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days
and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came
to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the
mouth of God.’”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him
stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are
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the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it
is written:
““He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.’[d]”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if
you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For itis
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only.’

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and
attended him.

EXAMPLE:
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Matthew 19:24 NIV
24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

If we look at this scripture and take it for face value, it
looks as though Jesus is teaching “Rich People” can't go
to heaven. However, if we understood the background, we
realized that the “eye of the needle” was the name for the
gate that allowed you into a city. Camels were the primary
mode of transporting goods at that time. After a long
journey, to get into the city for safety the owner of the
camel had to unpack all his stuff, and the Campbell had to
bow down to get through the gate.

Knowing this Jesus is not teaching that rich people can't
go to heaven. Jesus is teaching that you must be willing to
let go of your stuff and humble yourself to enter into his
presence.

UNDERSTAND THE HISTOR

When studying the Bible, it is very important to understand
the history of the moment that the text was originally
spoken. In American history there is the fabled story of the
“Hatfields and the McCoy’s”, a family feud that cost
multiple lives. The story goes that a couple from the
younger generation forgot what they were fighting about
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and fell in love with each other. To understand why that
was such a “big deal” we must understand the history
between the two families. Likewise, there are scriptures in
the Bible that you won't understand unless you know the
history. A good example of this is the “Woman at the Well".

EXAMPLE:

John 4:7-9
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water,
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew
and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for
a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God
and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw

with and the well is deep. Where can you get this
living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did
also his sons and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water
will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water |
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give
them will become in them a spring of water welling up
to eternal life.

We can tell from the response of the woman at the well
that she was surprised Jesus being a Jew, would even talk
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to her. As we dig into history, we find that the Samaritans
had pulled away and intermingled with other nations. They
even had to establish their own place of worship on Mount
Gerizim Because they weren't allowed to go to Jerusalem
to worship with the other Jews. The Jews considered them
cursed an outcast. Jesus is teaching us here that his love
and acceptance is stronger than any human strife or
disagreement.

What are some examples in your life or experience where
history could explain why something is the way it is?
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OTHER WAYS TO STUD

» TOPICAL

To study the Bible topically means that you have
something that you want to know more about. You may
want to know what the Bible says on divorce, finances or
prayer for example. Referencing back to the section earlier
where we discussed free resources, we live in a great time
to study the Bible topically. You can literally “Google” “what
does the Bible say about divorce” but always double check
your answers when you're getting information online. In
the olden days when | was young you had to buy a
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“concordance” It was a thick book which listed as many

scriptures as possible on anything that you wanted to
know more about.

You can find a sample of a concordance below however,

all this information is at your fingertips usually for free, on
your devices.

Zion s forth her hands, A0 NEIE e i acas  ~o - -
SPREADING

LIS B 5 PIABUL rieerreeceererrerenesnmmrrreensemenneeee. LEV 13107 6524
5 himse) ke a green bay tree ... Ps 37:35 616R
hecame a s vine of low stature, ........... Eze 176 5528
It shall be a place for the s Of e Eze 26:5 4AR04
SPREADINGS : :
understand the s of the clouds............... Job 36:29 4666
SPRIGS i

cut off the s with pruninghoogks............ Is 18:5 2150
forth branches, and shot forth s............ Eze 176 8288
SPRING

sang this song, S up, O well................... Num 21:17 5927

depths that s out of valleys and............. Deut B.7 3318
and when the day beFan 0 5 oierrereeenen Jndg 19:25 5927
to pass about the s of the day............. .. 15a 926 5827
forth unto the s of the waters.....ocveeeeee. 2RKin 2:21 4161
doth trouble s cut of the ground........... ﬁub 56 6779

bud of the tender herb to s forth........... Job 38:27 6779
‘Truth shall s out of the earth........ccee.... P5 85211 6779
When the wicked s as the grass........... Ps 92.7

troubled fountain, and a cotrupt s......... Prov 2526 4716
a s shut up, a fountain sealed......ccoveeneee Soﬁ 4:12 1530
before they s forth I tell you of ........... Is 42:9 6779
now it shall s forth. e Is 43:19 6779
they shall 3 up as among the.......c....... Is 444 6779
let rightegusness s up together............. Is 45:8 68779
heaith shall s forth s cererserenreesnreees 1S 3818 6773
like a s of water, whose waters............. Is 58:11 4161
that are sawT it it to & fortR . weeee.. 15 B1:1] 6779
praise to s forth before all the................ Is 61:11 &779
wither in all the leaves of her s ............ Eze 1719 6780
his s shall become drv, and his .............. Hos 13:15 4726
pastures of the wilderness do S...eeeeee- Joel 2:22 1876
and day, ampd:the seed should s......c...... Mk 4:27
SPRINGETH .

the hyssop that s out of the wall........... 1Kin 4:33 3318
—-==— ikt wrhinh ¢ Af the fAME. ... 2KiIND 19:29 7823
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» BIOGRAPHICAL

When you study the Bible biographically, you are studying
a particular person. For example, you may want to study
Esther or The Apostle Paul or Moses. This type of Bible
study gives you a broad look at how God works with his
people on an individual basis over different stages in life,
and may provide guidance and encouragement to you
personally through your struggles or triumphs.

We can study David’s life and see how he both failed,
matured and recovered. We can see what got him off track
and how he humbly repented and was restored. That will
encourage us to see that we're not the first person to love
the Lord but fail. David was said to be “a man after God's
own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14) however, that did not isolate
him from his own failures, but it never separated him from
the love of God (Romans 8:39).

» WORD STUDY

Sometimes it is necessary to perform a word study in the
Bible. The meaning of a word can give you enlightenment
when placed in context. Let's take for example the word
“discern”. That is not a word you hear every day in the
English language. However, it is used around 19 times in
the Bible. Once again, remember your FREE resources
that you have available. Using one of your resources like
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blueletterbible.org, You can search the word and see how
many times and where it appears in the Bible. You can
look at the different meanings for the word in Hebrew,
Greek and Aramaic depending on where the word is
located. For example, most of the Old Testament is written
in Hebrew and most of the New Testament is written in
Greek. The same word might have slightly different
meanings in the Old and New Testament.

HELP QUICKNAY ADV. OPTIONS

< BLUE LETTER BioL: - R o ) Y

W COPY COPY OPTIONS @ STRONG'S

Search Results (Aa|

e @) v €
LexiConc o .FAQs G

PRIMARY RESULTS [

‘ WORD SEARCH: | discemn KIV . Adv. Options

discern
occurs 17 times in 15 verses in the KJV.

7] Gen 31:32  With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before
our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it

to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them.

71 Gen 38:25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law,
saying, By the man, whose these are, am | with child:

and bracelets, and staff.
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Using the blueletterbible.org “tools” button, we can
discover that in New Testament koine Greek, “Discern”
means:

J

“To test, examine, prove, Sscrutinize (to see whether a thing is’
genuine or not), as metals.
We can also see how many times and, in what ways, the
word appears throughout the Bible.

» CHRONOLOGICAL

The books in the Bible are not listed in chronological order.
That means they are not listed as they happened in time
and history. For example, the Bible starts out with the book
of Genesis, but most theologians believe that the
manuscripts for the book of Job were written first.

» VERSE MAPPING

Verse mapping is an in-depth Bible study technique that
breaks down a single verse of scripture to uncover its
exact meaning. It goes beyond just reading by analyzing a
verse’s historical context, translations, original Hebrew or
Greek words, and cross-references. In Verse Mapping the
method generally follows these key steps: (sourced from google

search)
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o Select a Verse: Choose a verse you want to study,
whether it's tied to a theme or a life situation.
Compare Translations:

o Write the verse out in 2 to 4 different Bible translations
(e.g., NIV, ESV, KJV, NLT) to see how word choices
differ.

o ldentify Keywords: Underline or highlight words that
stand out or confuse you.

o Dig into the Language: Use a concordance or online
study tools to find the original Hebrew or Greek
meaning of your keywords.

o Study the Context: Research the “Who, what, when,
where, why, and how”. Look at the surrounding
paragraphs to understand the original audience and
message.

o Apply it to Your Life: Summarize the overarching
theme and note how this biblical truth applies to your
daily life.

» CROSS REFERENCE

When you cross reference a word in the Bible, you search
how that word appears in different scriptures. For
example, the word “Love” appears at least 310 times in
the King James version of the Bible. “Love” has at least
four different meanings.
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o Agape (Divine Love): Unconditional, selfless, and
sacrificial love. This is the highest form of love in the
Bible, most notably used to describe God’s love for
humanity (e.g., John 3:16).

o Philia (Brotherly Love): Deep, affectionate friendship
and camaraderie. This is the mutual, relational bond
between equals, often seen in Jesus’ friendship with
Lazarus (e.g., John 11:36).

o Storge (Familial Love): The natural affection and
loyalty that exists within families. It describes the
quiet, steady bond between parents, children, and
close relatives.

o Eros (Romantic Love): Romantic, passionate, and
physical intimacy. The concept is celebrated within the
context of marriage (e.g., in the Song of Songs).

Let us use 1 John chapter four to illustrate.

1 John 4:16 So we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

Each time the word “Love” appears in this scripture, it is
“Agape” love. Looking at what agape love means from the
list above, it opens a clearer picture of what the Bible is
saying to us. God gives us unconditional, selfless and
sacrificial love, based on his goodness and not ours.
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PASTOR’S PERSONAL ADVICE

One of my own methods that | use to study the Bible and
prepare for sermons is the “Information, Implication,
Application method” You won't find it in a theology book
because | made it up. It works for me and if it works for
you, it is now yours.

o INFORMATION
What is the information given?
o IMPLICATION

What is the implication regarding that
information? What does that imply?

o APPLICATION

How then does that apply to me now?
Galatians 2:20

LOOK FOR REPEATED WORDS

Today, If someone uses a word repeatedly, it's probably
relevant to the point that they want to make. The Bible is
no different. Using the same scripture from above. We see
that the word “love” is repeated 3 times in just one
scripture.

1 John 4:16 So we have come to know and to believe

the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
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When you see this, you should know that there's
something very important about that word. One of the
methods God uses to illustrate a point is repetition. We
see in the book Revelation, the angels and all creation
cries to God “Holy Holy Holy”.

Revelation 4:8
And each of the four living beings had six wings about
him, and they were full of eyes within; and they rested

not day and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come!”

Because there is no word that fully expresses the holiness
of God, it is repeated three times to signify his perfection
and supremacy. We may not realize it, but we use the
same technique every day.

If we go on a vacation or do something that we enjoy,
when someone asks us, “how did everything go”. We often
say something like “| really really had a good time”.

-
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