
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Corinthians 4:7  

Easy-to-Read Version 

 We have this treasure 
from God, but we are 
only like clay jars that 
hold the treasure. This 

is to show that the 
amazing power we 

have is from God, not 
from us.  

greathopechurch.org 
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Deadly Character Flaws According to God as found in 
Proverbs 16-19 

PRIDE LYING MURDER 
OF THE 

INOCENT 

WICKED 
THOUGHTS 

RUNNING 
TO 

EVIL 

A 
FALSE 

WITNESS 

SOWING 
DISCORD 

Other Character Flaws Mentioned in the Holy Bible. 
 

Envy Proverbs 27:4 
Anxiety Philippians 4:6 

Arrogance Proverbs 8:13 
Greed Luke 11:39 

Perfectionism Luke 10:38-42 
Addiction John 8:34 
Indecisive James 1:8 
Paranoia 2 Timothy 1:7 
Spoiled Proverbs 13:24 
Stubborn Exodus 32:9 

Awkwardness Exodus 4:10 
Cowardice Isaiah 51:12 

Cynical John 20:25 
Dysfunctional self-criticism Psalm 139:14 

Emotional Jeremiah 17:9 
Gossiper Proverbs 16:28 

Humorless Proverbs 17:22 
Impatient Psalm 37:7 

Impulsive 1 Corinthians 15:58 
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Foreword- The goal of this study is not to tarnish the reputation of 
the original 12 disciples but to prove that God uses flawed people 

and imperfect people to do a perfect work. So many people 
struggle with whether or not God can actually use them because 
they have hang ups and short Commings. As we will see, those 

chosen to be the first 12 disciples all had some serious flaws. All of 
them, in the heat of the moment deserted Christ. The apostle Peter 
even denied knowing him yet, Jesus Knick named him “The Rock”. 

It is important to note that it is believed that 10 of the 12 original 
disciples we're martyred (that is gave their lived for what they 

believed). Judas Iscariot committed suicide after betraying Jesus 
and the Apostle John died of natural causes after giving his life as a 
“Living Sacrifice”. So, regardless of their flaws they all were chosen 
by Jesus Christ and at least 11 of them gave up their lives for there 

faith in Jesus Christ. Though they all clearly had flaws God used 
their flaws to demonstrate that it's not our ability but our availability 

that he really wants to use. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 NIV 
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were 

when you were called. Not many of you were wise 
by human standards; not many were influential; 
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose 
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so 

that no one may boast before him. 
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Born- Simon bar Jonah 

Parents- Jonah (or Jona; John) 
Married 

Younger Brother to the Apostle Andrew 
Occupation- Fisherman 

 
PETER’S STRENGTHS 

Ordained and chosen by Jesus Christ Himself 
Preached Boldly on the day of Pentecost and led at least three 

thousand to Christ that day alone in Acts 2:14-41. 
 

 

Renamed “The Rock” (Peter) by Jesus. 

NOTES 
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PETER’S FLAWS 
 

• IMPULSIVE- OFTEN SPOKE WITHOUT 
THINKING. 

Mark 9:5-6 CEB 
5 Peter said to Jesus, “Teacher, it is good for 

us to be here! Let us make three shelters, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 

But Peter and the others were terribly 
frightened, and he did not know what he was 

talking about. 
 

• ARROGANT- THOUGHT HE WAS 
GREATER THAN OTHERS. 

Matthew 26:33-35 
33 Peter spoke up, “Even if all the others 

reject you, I never will!” 34 Jesus replied, “I 
promise you before a rooster crows tonight, 
you will say three times that you don't know 
me.” 35 But Peter said, “Even if I have to die 
with you, I will never say I don't know you. All the others said the 

same thing. 
 

• HE DISPLAYED COWARDICE. 

Luke 22:56-62 
56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking 

closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he 
denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 And a little later 
someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But 
Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an 

hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with 
him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not 

JAMES 4:13-15 ESV 
13 Come now, you 
who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a 

town and spend a 
year there and trade 
and make a profit”— 

14 yet you do not 
know what tomorrow 

will bring. What is your 
life? For you are a 

mist that appears for a 
little time and then 

vanishes. 15 Instead 
you ought to say, “If 

the Lord wills, we will 
live and do this or 

that.” 
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know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was 
still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and 

looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how 
he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny 

me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

His name means- Manly or Valor 
First disciple selected by Jesus. 
Parents- Jonah (or Jona; John) 

Older Brother to the Apostle Peter 
Occupation- Fisherman 

 
APOSTLE ANDREW’S STRENGTHS 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 

• HAD FAITH & SHARED IT 
 

John 1:40-42 KJV 
40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first findeth his own brother 
Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, 
being interpreted, the Christ. 42 And he brought him to Jesus. And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 
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• Was an Avid Missionary 
Apostolic Mission: After Jesus' ascension, Andrew became a 
tireless missionary who spread the Gospel to various regions, 

including modern-day Greece and Turkey. 
 

• The apostle Andrew is believed to have been crucified just like 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 

APOSTLE ANDREW’S FLAWS 
 

• DESERTED JESUS 
 

Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily 

with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might 

be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 

Andrew deserted Jesus because of the fear off man. 
 
 

 

Parents- Zebedee 
Brother of the Apostle John 

Occupation- Fisherman 
 

APOSTLE JAMES’ STRENGHTS 
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• WAS IN THE INNER CIRCLE AMONG THE 12 
• HE WAS THE FIRST OF THE DISCIPLES TO BE KILLED 

FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST. 
• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 

 
APOSTLE JAMES’ FLAWS 

 
• IMPULSIVE & MAYBE RACIST- 

Jesus gave them the nickname “Sons of Thunder” not 
necessarily as a compliment but because they were willing to 
call down the fire of Heaven on a Samaritan city just because 

they would not accept Jesus and his disciples. 
 

Luke 9:54-56 KJV 
54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, 

Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from 
heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? 55 But he 

turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of. 56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them. And they went to another village. 

 
• OVERLY AMBITIOUS- 

 
Mark 10:35-40 NIV 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we 
ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at 

your left in your glory.” 38 “You don’t know what you are 
asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be 

baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 39 “We can,” 
they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I 

drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 
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but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 

 
 

 

 
Parents- Zebedee 

Brother of the Apostle James 
Occupation- Fisherman 

 
APOSTLE JOHN’S STRENGHTS 

 
• KNOWN AS “THE APOSTLE THAT JESUS LOVED” 

• COMMANDED BY JESUS TO TAKE CARE OF JESUS’ 
MOTHER MARY. 

 
John 19:26-27 NIV 

26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your 
son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that 

time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 

APOSTLE JOHN’S FLAWS 
See The Apostle James 
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APOSTLE PHILIPS STRENGHTS 
 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
• SHARED HIS FAITH/ LED NATHANAEL (BARTHOLOMEW) 

TO CHRIST 
 

John 1:43-51NIV 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, 

he said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one 

Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

 
THE APOSTLE PHILIP’S FLAWS 

 
• FEAR OF MAN-DESERTED JESUS 

 
Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 

55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily 

with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might 

be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 

 
Also known as Nathaneal 

 
BARTHOLOMEW’S STRENGHTS 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
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• SAID TO BE AUTHENTIC BY CHRIST IN JOHN 1:47 
 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here 

truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 
 

BARTHOLOMEW’S FLAWS 
 

• HE WAS CYNICAL 
John 1:46 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 

 
• HE WAS SLOW TO BELIEVE 

 
John 1:48-50 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You 
believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 

greater things than that.”  
 

 

 
Called Didymus because he was a Twin 

 
APOSTLE THOMAS STRENGTHS 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 

APOSTLE THOMAS FLAWS 
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• IN HIS FEELINGS 
 

John 20:24 NIV 
Now Thomas also known as Didymus, one of the Twelve, was 

not with the disciples when Jesus came. 
 

• STRUGGLED WITH DOUBT 
John 20:25 

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe.” 
 

 

 
A former Roman Tax Collector 

 
APOSTLE MATTHEW’S STRENGHTS 

 
• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 
• BEING A FORMER TAX COLLECTOR WHO BECAME ONE 

OF JESUS'S TWELVE DISCIPLES AND THE TRADITIONAL 
AUTHOR OF THE FIRST GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. HE LEFT 
HIS LUCRATIVE CAREER TO FOLLOW JESUS, A CHOICE 
THAT DEMONSTRATED THE POWER OF GOD'S LOVE TO 
TRANSFORM EVEN THE MOST REVILED PROFESSIONS. 

 
• BELIEVED BY MANY TO BE THE AUTHOR OF THE GOSPEL 

OF MATTHEW. 
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APOSTLE MATTHEW’S FLAWS 
 

• HAD WORKED AS A TAX COLLECTOR, A HATED 
OCCUPATION. 

 
• DESERTED JESUS 

 
Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 

55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily 

with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might 

be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 
 

 
 

(Son of Alphaeus) 
 

APOSTLE JAMES’ STRENGHTS 
  

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
• POSSIBLY THE BIOLOGICAL BROTHER OF JESUS 

 
Galatians 1:19 NIV 

19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s 
brother. 

APOSTLE JAMES’ FLAWS 
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• DESERTED JESUS 

 
Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 

55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily 

with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might 

be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 

 
Also called Judas (Luke 6:16, Acts1:13) 

 
 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 

APOSTLE THADDAEUS’ FLAWS 
 

• DESERTED JESUS 
 

Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily 

with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might 

be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
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APOSTLE SIMON’S STRENGHTS 
 

Also called “The Zealot” 
 

• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 
 

APOSTLE SIMON’S FLAWS 
 

• HE WANTED TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT 
 

• DESERTED JESUS 
 

Matthew 26:55-56 KJV 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye 
come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to 
take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and 
ye laid no hold on me.56 But all this was done, that the 
scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 

disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 

 

 
• ORDAINED AND CHOSEN BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF 
 

John 6:70 NIV 
Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet 

one of you is a devil!” 
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Betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver so that he was crucified. 
Matthew 26:15 but it was all in God’s plan. 

 
 
 

As you can see God uses cracked pots to shine his light 
through. Even Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus, had a 

purpose in God's plan. These are the people who are 
handpicked by Jesus. God can't use a person who lives a 

sinful lifestyle for positive reasons but he can use imperfect an 
flawed people to accomplish a perfect work. 

 
 

NOTES 
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